LEVIATHAN

fifteen feet above Hansen, who was making a similar
cut along the creature's back, walking along the ground
to do so. The cut that Fritz made and the cut that
Hansen made joined upon the snout but Hansen got
there after Fritz because he met with an obstruction.
It was the bent harpoon, sticking out of the gaping,
bloody wound, in which the torn flesh was blackened
by the explosion of the charge inside the muscles of the
back. Hansen had to cut skilfully round this. The
skin of the whale is firm and smooth and shiny and,
since this was a Blue whale, or Common Rorqual, it
was slate blue in colour. As the flensing knife passed
through it, it parted crisply and underneath there
showed a layer of hard white blubber several inches
thick. This insulated the animal from the ice-cold
world in which he lived, since, being a mammal, he
was a warm-blooded beast and not cold-blooded like
a fish. Then the strip of blubber isolated by Fritz's
cut and Hansen3s cut was peeled off backwards from
the beast from the head to the tail by a steel hawser.
Meanwhile Hartvig had made another cut at ground
level along the middle line of the grooved stomach and
throat on the opposite side to Hansen. His cut ended
at the tip of the lower jaw and isolated, with the cut
that Fritz had made, a second strip of blubber along
the underside of the beast, and this too was pulled off
by a steel hawser. The two strips of blubber arched
upwards and backwards as the hawsers pulled them off
with a rending crackling noise while the flensers helped
them by cutting under them with their knives. Soon
two long strips of white blubber had been pulled off
and lay upon the " plan," their inner surfaces upwards.
The " plan " was now swarming with men, almost all of
whom carried long knives. They came trooping out
of their barracks while the flensers were busy stripping
off the blubber. Among them were the blubber cutters
whose business it was to cut up the long strips of blubber
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